Republic, Nigeria, Somalia, Zimbabwe, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Burundi. a. Has the application of the word "genocide" to frame the violence been more of a help or a hindrance to conflict resolution and peacebuilding in these countries? b. Has the word "genocide" over-emphasized the role of identity and ethnicity in conflict, concealing the role of powerful international actors or structural drivers of conflict? Or, has the word genocide highlighted identity-based dynamics of conflict that would otherwise have been concealed? Has the word "genocide" concealed conflicts over governance, and access to economic opportunities and resources? Or, has the word "genocide" highlighted the role of governance and inequality in the commission of mass atrocities?
2. The words "violent extremism" and "terrorism" have been applied in Nigeria, Libya, Tunisia, Somalia, and Mali, and other countries.
a. Have these analytical frameworks been more of a help or a hindrance to peace efforts in these countries? b. Have these words focused our analytical gaze on religion or ideology, while concealing other important political and economic aspects of conflict? Or, have they been important for understanding such types of violence?
3. Over the last decade, terms such as "Atrocity Crimes" and "the Responsibility to Protect" were developed purposefully to downplay the implications of terms such as "genocide" and "crimes against humanity," and shift political discourse from one of "prevention as intervention" to a positive discourse of "prevention as a responsibility." How have these concepts shifted our frames of reference for African conflicts, in terms of practice, politics, and scholarship? And what has been the impact on Africa, if any, of this shift? 4. Have transitional justice and international criminal justice mechanisms helped build peace in Africa? 5. Have the R2P and Early Warning & Early Prevention movements helped build peace in Africa? 6. We welcome submissions that do not fall within the above categories, but are within the spirit of the Special Issue.
The Symposium will be published in 2017 or early 2018. Articles are meant to encourage research with an interdisciplinary expertise on topical issues that can advance scholarship, inform public policy and awareness, or provide practitioners and professionals in the field the opportunity to connect to an audience of scholars (and vice-versa). To participate in the symposium, please email the guest editors on or before October 15, 2016 providing your institutional affiliation, contact information, and a proposed abstract (about 150 words).
Papers will be formatted according to GSP guidelines and submitted electronically through the GSP website via the "Submit Article" link at http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/gsp/. After internal review, manuscripts will be sent for double blind external review. The contact information of symposium guest editors is:
• Wale Adeboye, University of Ibadan and West Africa Responsibility to Protect Coalition (r2pwestafrica@gmail.com) • Laura Collins, George Mason University (lcolli12@gmu.edu) • Terrence Lyons, George Mason University (tlyons1@gmu.edu).
